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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The King Street Station is a red brick masonry structure with terra
cotta and cast-stone ornamentation. It has a tile roof. The tower
design is derived from the original campanile in the Piazza de San

Marco in Venice, Italy. The building is rectangular with the tower
to the right when facing the front. '

The station rises above the tideflats upon which the railroad tracks
are located. Entrance was on the upper level, away from the bustle
and confusion and even disorder of the trains. Yet, taxis and cars
can deliver passengers to the lower train level.

The interior was very high-ceilinged with massive columns. . It has
been remodeled but still gives an airy feeling to the huge waiting
room on the lower level. '

The tower is a fine foil for the z0lid squat building and also a fine
contrast to the Union Depot in its squareness to the east.

The tower image is repeated in the L.C. Smith Tower to the north in
the financial district. The two complement each other well.

LF)
r
S

338

SNOI1LD2NYLSNI



] Pre-Columbian|
{3 15th Century

[3 16th Century
(] 17th Century

O 18th Century
[CJ 19th Century

[3 - 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

1906

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mare as Appropriots)

INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

Aboriginel (] Education ] Political . (] Urban Planning
[O] Prehisteric .[] Engineering O Religion/P'hi.-‘ . (3 Other (spocity)
[ Hisroric ['__'| Imflusrry losophy

() Agriculture [J Invention I D Science

[ Acchitecture [} Landscape [ Sculpture

[ Ar ‘Alrehimetura : [‘_'] Social/Human-

{1 Commorce {1 Literature : itarian

] Communications [ Military Ej Theater .

[ Conservation ‘[0 Music ' [ Transportation

STATEMENY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The King Street Station built in 1906, was designed by architects Reed
and Stem. The campanile was derived from the original campanile in the
Plazza de San Marco in Venice, Italy.

Northern Pacific had decided to terminate its transcontinental line in
Tacoma, Washington, in 1873, Seattle made many attempts to build its
own branch connection to that line but all ultimately failed.

In the 1890's, Northern Pacific was under much financial stress and was
part of much litigation. A new corporation was formed in 1896, and
Charles S. Mellen became president. Northern Pacific acquired the
Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern railroad with lines from Seattle to
Sumas and Snoqualmie Falls. Seattle finally was the terminus of a
transcontinental railroad. '

In this same pericd, James J. Hill decided to extend the Great Northern
Railroad to the coast and build up the trade to-the Orient by jeint

use of rail and ship. He extended his railroad over a northern route
to near Everett and so came into Seattle from the north along the
waterfront. Operation of Great Northern began in 1893 to Seattle .

Hill effected a coalition of Great Northern and Northern Pacific to
acquire the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Line. Much opposition to

a depot on the waterfront was raised by local leaders - it would block
off the waterfront. So finally Hill decided to bore a tunnel under the
business district of Seattle. This was accomplished in 1902 - 05, and
the King Street Station built at its south end. Hill alsc built the
Great Northern docks at the north end of the waterfront to complete

his plan for complete Orient connections. Southern cotton came West
by rail, was loaded on ships to the Orient, and on the return brought
silks. Seattle became the main shipping line and outlet.

The King Street Station remains an imposing structure in the industrial
section of the city and a symbol of the might of rail transportation.
It is one of the most important structures in that part of Seattle.
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King Street Station”.”.”

# 22 ?&mfr &

‘Symi)giizes ‘Might of
. Rail Transportation’

BY DARRELL GLOVER

One of Seattle’s best-
known landmarks — the
King Street Station — has
been nominated as a state
historic site.

Although the station is

art of an area which is

ing considered as a city
dium site, present plans
not call for its destruc-

n

The architecturally excel-
lent structure was built in
1906 after Seattle became
the terminus for the North-
ern Pacific and Great
Northern railroads.

Mrs. Margaret Corley,
who researched the building
for its nomination, said the
station “is a symbol of the
might of rail transporta-
tion,”

One of the architecturally
significant aspects of the
large building is the tower.
It was derived from the
original campanile in the
Piazza de San Marco in
Venice, Italy,

The building, designed by
the architectural firm of
Reed & Stem, is rectangular
with the tower to the right
when one faces the front.
Built of red brick masonry,
the structure has terra cotta
and cast stone ornamenta-
tion and a tile roof.

The Smith Tower to the
north of the station is a re-
peat of the station's tower
and the two complement
each other.

Interior of the station,
which has been remodeled,
has very high ceilings with
massive columns that give
an airy feeling to the huge
waiting room.

The entrance to the sta-

tion is on the upper level
away from the bustle and

confusion &nd disorder of
the lower level trains. Vehi-
cles, however, can deliver

—passengers to the lower
train level.

The station rises ahove
the old tideflats on which
the railroad tracks are
built. ;

Making Seattle the termi-
nus of Northern Pacific's
transcontinental line was
marked by yearg of contro-
versy. Tacoma Wwas made
the terminus in 1873 and Se-
attle made many attempts
to build its own branch
connection to that line but
{failed.

Finally, in 189, while
Northern Pacific was under
financial stress and deeply
involved in litigation, a new
corporation was formed.
Northern Pacific acquired
the Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern Railroad running
from Seattle to Sumas and
Snoqualmie Falls, and Se-
attle finally became the ter-
minus of the transcontinen-
tal railroad.
thDv.u"mg this same period,

e
road was extended fo the
Coast over a northern route
to Everett and came to Se-
attle along the waterfront
from the north.

A coalition of Great
Northern and Northern Pa-

cific was brought about to
acquire the
lington and Quincy lines.
And Seattle became a main
shipping line and outlet.

Cotton from the south was
shipped to Seattle by rail
and loaded onto ‘$hips to the

4o e ;
ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS ON CEILINGS (CENTER), WAL

¢t Present stadiuni plans apparently would not disturb structure built In 1906

Great Northern Rail-

ago, Bur-

Orient. These ships
turned laden with silks.

Building the King Street
Station also was met by lo-
cal opposition. Many Seattle
leaders felt that the build-
ing of a depot on the water-
front would block it off from
the rest of the city.

The railroad solved this
problem, however, by bor.
ing a tunnel under the busi-
ness district of Seattle for
the railroad tracks. -

Much of Seattle’s past is
linked to the sturdy King
Street Station, Mrs. Corley
said: !

“The King Street Station
remains an imposing struc-
ture in the industrial dis-
trict section of the city.”

“It is one of the most im-
portant structures in tho‘
past of Seattle.” \

re-

—)

~P-I Photos by Dave Polts.

KING STREET STATION IS HISTORIC SITE
Termed "Symbel of Might"

¥

AND DOORWAYS ADD INTEREST, TO BUILDI!




